
Plainville Citizen Op-Ed, October, 2018             

 
On September 26th, Plainville Community Schools hosted a district Safety Forum 

with the goal of sharing important information about several safety-related topics with 

Plainville families.  

Following a brief overview and introduction of the forum panel members, Police 

Chief Matthew Catania shared his department’s vision on the importance of community 

policing, and provided his philosophy about proactive and collaborative law 

enforcement.  Chief Catania reminded community members that the Plainville Police 

Department has the goal of keeping all citizens of our town safe, and they are prepared 

to do so with their talented and well-trained police force.   

Plainville’s new School Resource Officer (SRO), Jessica Martins, then shared 

reflections about her initial experiences as the new SRO at Plainville High School.  She 

remarked that she has received a very warm welcome from the high school staff and 

from many of the wonderful students.  She has a genuine interest in getting to know the 

students and staff, and plans to do everything she can to make PHS an even safer 

place to learn and work.  While some students are still assessing what she is all about 

and what they can expect from her, most have welcomed her presence and some have 

already sought her out to assist them with a problem they were confronting.  Her goal is 

to become an active and involved member of the school community so that students 

feel comfortable sharing concerns with her. Officer Martins will also be the DARE Officer 

at Frank T. Wheeler Elementary School this year.   

 



Assistant Superintendent, Steve LePage shared information about Plainville 

Schools’ bullying prevention and intervention programs and procedures.  Notably, 

information was provided about related laws, policies and the process followed when a 

concern is voiced by any student to any member of the faculty or staff.  All reports are 

taken seriously and addressed quickly; however, it was shared that, due to Family 

Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) restrictions, parents are not informed of any 

specific consequence information regarding other students involved in an incident 

investigation.  Families and students are urged to report all incidents, and to do so as 

early as possible after they occur so that these issues can be addressed swiftly and 

appropriately.  Other information was shared regarding the District Safe School Climate 

Committee’s focused efforts to minimize bullying and ensure the general health and 

well-being of all students in each of our district schools.  The Safe School Climate Plan 

and related School Climate presentations will be posted to the school district’s website 

soon. 

Next, Louis Toffolon Elementary School Psychologist Karen Troiano, shared a 

summary of invaluable resources that provide information about mental health concerns 

and how parents and students can access help.  With mental health issues affecting at 

least 1 in 3 students in Connecticut, these concerns must be taken seriously and 

services provided to meet increasing student needs.   

Finally, District Instructional Technology Director, Kevin Ross, stressed the 

importance of parents supervising their children’s use of technology. Families were 

urged to partner with the school district by providing structure and limitations to their 

children’s internet and social media access.  More detailed tools and ideas for families 



will be discussed at the Plainville Coalition for Positive Youth Development’s upcoming 

Technology Safety Workshop on November 15th.  This program will include more 

extensive information about online safety. Mr. Ross, together with Detective David 

Posadas of the Plainville Police Department, will serve as presenters at the event. 

Parents and adult family members are encouraged to attend.   

Plainville Community Schools, in collaboration with the Plainville Police 

Department, are dedicated to the safety, security, and emotional well-being of our 

students.  We believe that this work will ensure our students and their families that 

Plainville Community Schools is the best place for their children to learn.   


